Counseling for Homeschoolers

By Kevin and Cindy Hyde
But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure;
then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and
good fruit, impartial, and sincere. James 3:17

What you need to go to college...

This presentation addresses the complete process of taking the
right courses, producing great transcripts, writing effective essays,
{ showing extracurricular activity, finding the applications, getting
l recommendations, and putting it all together in hopes of competing
for scholarships.
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NC Public High School Grad Requirements

4 credits English
English I, II, III, IV
4 credits Math
Algebra 1&2, Geometry, Pre-calculus
3 credits Science
Physical Science (Chem/Physics), Biology, Earth/Env Science
4 credits Social Studies
Founding Principles, Econ & Pers Finance,
Amer History, World History
1 credit Health & Physical Education (with CPR cert)
2 credits World Languages
1 credit Arts Education
1 credit Computer Science
2 credits Electives

22 total credits



Science!

North Carolina System: a physical science course (chemistry or
physics), Biology, Earth / Environmental science

Tennessee: Biology plus either Chemistry or Physics plus a 3™
science

South Carolina: 2 credits from among Biology, Chemistry, and
Physics plus a 3™ credit of advanced science
= | Clemson: 3 credits, 2 must be selected from Biology I, Chemistry I
E | or Physics |

.l National Research Council:

¢ | * Physical Sciences
=l * Life Sciences

9 * Earth and Space Sciences

* Engineering, Technology, and Applications of Science
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Add’]l Course Considerations

Foreign Language — Clemson: 3 credits
Fine Arts - frequently 1 visual or performing arts

Compare to International Baccalaureate schools:
*Theory of Knowledge
*Extended Essay
*Creativity, Activity, Service

.| Compare to other “advanced” students:
' *Honors

*Advanced Placement
*Dual-Enrollment
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Honors

What It Is:

* Independent investigation
* Intentional differentiation
* Inquiry and connections

* Depth and complexity

* Collaboration

* Increased pace

What It Is Not:

* Additional assessments
* One size fits all

* Longer papers

* Only more work
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Advanced Placement

*College-level courses given to high
schoolers

* Must be approved to call a course AP

* Standard exams given each year

* High score on the exam will earn
college credit

* Exam may be taken without taking an
official course
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Dual Enrollment

* Career and College Promise in North
Carolina

* Take Community College courses as
high schooler

* GPA 2.8 required as high school junior

*92nd percentile as high school freshman
| *Pathways for College Transfer or Career

and Technical Education (or both)



The Graduatlon Pr()]ect

The Graduation Project shall consist of the following four
components on a common topic:

a. A research paper in a standard format;

b. A juried presentation to a panel;

c. A research-based product which may be a physical or non-
physical product;

d. A portfolio documenting the activities associated with the
project.
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Standardized Tests

SAT - (200-800 in 2 sections)
Average scores:
eEvidence-Based Reading and Writing: 529
eMath: 521

. 1 ACT Test (1-36 in 4 sections plus composite)
Average scores:

eEnglish: 19.0

eMathematics: 19.3

eReading: 20.4

eScience: 19.9

eOptional Writing: score ranging 2-12
eComposite: 19.8
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Transcripts

Allow comparison to public/private school transcripts

Extracurricular activities are not “normal’

. || Extended (Weighted) GPA
Honors (+0.5)

Advanced Placement (+1.0)
Dual Enrollment (+1.0)

SC Uniform Grading Policy is clear guidance
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Sample Transcripts (1 of )
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Sample Transcripts (2 of 5)

NCHE

School Name High School Transcript, Grades 8-12
Student Information Schoal information
Mame of Student: Date of Birth: Full Mamme: Mary 5. Smith Name: Smith Homeschoal
e =R Et Address: 123 Main Street, Hometown, ST 12345 Adidress: 123 Main Street, Hometown, ST 12345
Graduation Date Phane Number: 212-345.5678 Phone Number: 212.343.5678
Telephane: SAT: Email Address: msmith@athome, net Email Address: smithfamily@athome.net
Total Credits Earnad: 235 Date of Birth: lanuary 1, 2000 Graduation Date: hune 6 2018
Unweighted Grade Point Average: 387 Pa IGuardian: Robert & Dora Smith Contact Persan: D Semith
Courses Grade Grade Poinis Credits.
Oth Grade 2005/2006 Acapenus RECoRD
COUTse name Grade letter grade number | credit number| =
English | (VWord Literature and Compasition ) A £} Course Titke Credits | Fimal = Course Title Credits | Final
Government B 3 0.5 rime Grade
‘World History | A 4 1 English Foreign Language
Geomelry A 4 1 American LigTomp 0 A Spanish § ] ]
;Br:“_“:??' "‘;”‘;_ﬁb i 3 0‘5 Werld LyComp 10 a Spanish 2 10 8
ristian Studies . -
s LIt/ oy 1 Spanish 1 c
Physical Education A 3 05 e iy 1g 8| panahd o W
Music Appreciation A 4 1 1.0 B
10th Grade 200872007 ER] a
English || {World Literature Il and Composition) A 4 1
_Economics B 3 0.5 Math Electivns
Workh History I L] 3 L Algabra 1 10 A Conmurmar Math ) A
Algebra |l A 4 1 —— - 5 = "
*Chemistry with ab A 4 1 Mgen & 13 i s 1§ A
Christian Studies. A 4 0.5 Geometry 10 L Health 05 A
Physical Educsation A 4 0.5 Mustritian e A
Art Appreciation A 4 1 Sclonce Computer Skills os A
T Grade zmr:‘z‘loziaglish 1 ry 7 ] Phasical Sclence with Lab i ] Art History L
English [Tl [American Literature | and Compositon} A E] 1 Biclogy with Lab e 8 Muskc Appreciation e A
American History | A 4 1 Charisy with Lab pae) A
"*College Algebra 180 A 4 0
"Physics A 4 1 History
Christian Studies A F) 05 R
2 : Gaegriphy 10 #
Physical Education A 4 0.5 -
“Epanizh 111 A [} i Arnark s, = i
Fhilosophy A 4 05 Werld History 0 8
12th Grade 2008/2000 VS Gevermmant 03 B
"“English 112 A 4 1] o5 8
English I'V {American Literature and Composition) A 4 1 — . — .
American History Il A 4 1 Academic Summary Notes
"*Precalculus 171 B 3 1
" Pracalcalus 172 B 3 7] Vear Cumulaths Credits Duad-grecilment courves Taken at ABC Commu
Christian Studies r ry 05 GPR Earned Codlege ['www.sboooliege edu)
Physical Educafion A 4 05 i 130 rf
""Spanish 112 A 4 1
Grade Grade Points A: Taught and grade g_iven by instrumr_other than parents W, Robert ord Darg Srdth, do hereby cortify and afffem that this it the official trenserips and record of
A 92-100 4.0 Taken at Central Piedmont Community College Mary 5. Smith's aeademic studves through JO18
B B83-91 30 *** Taken at Central Piedmont Community College, credit not
c 74-82 20 needed for graduation Segriaters:
D 65-73 1.0 Raters Smeh (Parent/Admisitraton) Cate Dora Smah ParenTeachar) Dt
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Sample Transcripts (3 of 5)

NCAA NC Public School

| Student Information | School Information : s o oy student, Mark
. i iy Grmckl Tranc ant Mus AZIEIATA Grade: 12
Mame: Student Athista Mame: School S B et o T e P Femal )
Addrass: 700 W Washington Strest Addrass: 1802 Alonzo Watford Sr. Drive syl Sl
Indianapolis, IN 46204 Indianapolis, IN 46202
Phone: 112-345-6788 Phone: 967-654-3210 o Wi
Email: studentathlata@amail.com Email: school@email.com Fosnsor west sladen igh
Date of Birth: mm/dd fyyyy P ua i
@th Grade Start Date: mm,/dd Syyyy e AT MERAN Finet - B VA0
Graduation Date: mm,/dd /yyyy I ipuerreatrigd ot N B v T
Parent/Guardianisk Parant Guardian | Sorestaie IrA, e asa : :z :
Curmsbattyr Gk (Uacignte &po &
— soce, +
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sth 2021-22 algsbea 1 a 10 “Couras completed at e 1800 ST 00 Lt G 80000
ath 2022-22 EEmmatry A 10 | X¥Z Virtual Schaoal. **Dual 2nrallment ] o S m::.;‘qu CridR |
Englsh B | A | 10 | coumework at Marathon Colleze
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Spanssh I+ B tranccript iz requiped. e 1
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English 10 A B = 29.00 e wrma 8 nueen
warld History A C = 79.70 T #198368 Wert Bladen M 1
Baglagy with Lab L D = 69-60 Crime 3 ) 7 4905 LW PR 500
Spanish IT# E F = 590 i — e —
! P .A_ 4 %
I S Academic Summary
| = | i ;
T e = Cumulative GPA: 3666
Erghah 11 = Credits Earned: 30
Composition 1= B 10 Diplama Earned: MiaCrRnt sy D anmreies Lissmeey
- Expecled Gradualion Date: L N s St
Aamsrican History 1 A | 10 ] Adsyyey mISE36E West Haden High
| T am ] AERSEAET iy
- I 2 | a0 | oy
| Sowarmmant E 10 -
12th 2025-26 | Engiish 12 a 10 e
Compoesition 1+ B 1.0 |
A 1.0 ‘Official s Signature
T E— e | =
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T a. | = ﬂ:E & Baar of Educaton
| N - SO - D it 1 Publes ISt or
ECOnmmias a 1 1.0
Stremgth Training 1l & 1.0
Homezchool Administrator: Hoses g{ﬁ«fﬂmﬁg@bm Dare : mm/dd/vyyy
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Sample Transcripts (4 of J)

Embry-Riddle

EMBRY-RIDDLE

EMBRY-RIDDLE

i DUAL ENROLLMENT

OFFICIAL HOME SCHOOL TRAMECRIFT

Student Information Farent Information Student Name:
s Maner: ACADEMIC YEAR
T === GRADE LEVEL ] 10 11 12
z SEMESTER | 1 2 LR 1 1 | CR 1 2 |CR] 1 2 LR
Address: [Email:
School Infesmation i
Gender: Scheol Name: -
Birth date: Acidress:
55N
k-]
Current Grade Level: Student Expected Grad Date: =
Aduitional informatian
-
AFE YOU Currently pursuing 2 Private Pilot's License” [Oyes I Mo i
]
Have you Tken ary AP Exams of CLEF Exams? Oves [Clne
Have you ewer tsi=n Dual Enrcéfment courses? [ ves ] 8 -
Mates: i
-
Calosisting an Unweighted Cumalative GPA
Unweighted Cumulative GFA is the averaze of ol finel course praces received in high schood level courses based on & 5
4.0 scale [see table below]. Urweighted GPA is calouleted by multiplying the finel course grade with the credit E =
awarded divided by the total crediis. {see example] [EPA junwdt) = CQuality Points  Total Credits] 2 5
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Sample Transcripts (5 of 5)
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Calculating your GPA

C)
O
2>

Determine quality points for each letter grade.
Total the guality pomts.
3. Divide total quality points by the total nomber of courses

[

— —B—-— — —i—-—— - — — - Your GPAis fipured and reported on your transeript both weighted and
unweighted To calculate an unweighted GPA, nse the academic scale only.
% DO Students are ranked from highest to lowest GPA wsing cumulative weighted
A grades.

Departrnent of Administration

Non-Public Education . . :
When calculating your GPA vou must remember that guality Points are

assignad to each letter grade The type of class (Academic, Honors, WTCC) you
take will determine the number of quality points you receive for the course.
Students received weighted credit (extra points) for Honors, AP and IE
COUrSEs.

COuality Points Scale
GPA Secale for students enfering oth grade in 2015-26 and beyond.

Quality Points

Letter Number Academic Honors AP/Dual
Grade Grade Enrollment
A 00-100 E 4.5 5
B So-Go 3 3.5 4
C TO-7G . 2.5 3
D Go-0g 1 1.5 2
F =tila] o o o
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Uniform
Grading
Scale

Transferring
grades without
numbers

A=95

B=85

C=75

D=65

F=51

10 Point Grading Scale

South Carolina Uniform Grading Scale Conversions

Numerical L College Prep Honors AP/IB/Dual Credit
etter Grade : eEEE :
Avarage Walghting WEEE htmg Walghhng

100 A 5.000 5.500 6.000
a9 A 4.900 5.400 5.900
a8 A 4.800 5.300 5.800
a7 A 4.700 5.200 5.700
96 A 4 600 5.100 5.600
g5 A 4.500 5.000 5.500
94 A 4.400 4.900 5.400
a3 A 4.300 4.800 5.300
g2 A 4.200 4.700 5.200
91 A 4.100 4.600 5.100
a0 A 4.000 4.500 5.000
89 B 3.900 4.400 4.900
88 B 3.800 4.300 4.800
a7 B 3.700 4.200 4.700
86 B 3.600 4.100 4.600
85 B 3.500 4.000 4.500
84 B 3.400 3.900 4.400
83 B 3.300 3.800 4.300
82 B 3.200 3.700 4.200
81 B 3.100 3.600 4.100
80 B 3.000 3.500 4.000
79 C 2.900 3.400 3.900
78 C 2.800 3.300 3.800
7T C 2.700 3.200 3.700
76 C 2.600 3.100 3.600
75 C 2.500 3.000 3.500
T4 C 2.400 2.900 3.400
73 C 2.300 2.800 3.300
72 C 2.200 2.700 3.200
71 C 2.100 2.600 3.100
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Essays

Make it interesting
Give concrete examples

Emphasize own experiences
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Extracurricular Activity

Shown on application, not on transcript
Demonstrating leadership

-{f':"_; | Community service

- Interesting hobbies

Athletics

Employment
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Recommendations

Possibly difficult for totally home-schooled student
Plan ahead for people to give recommendations
| Give summary if necessary

| Remind of deadlines

© 2026 Kevin & Cindy Hyde



Interviews

Not always included 1n selection process

Dress appropriately

. || Practice the “elevator speech”

B Research the school or scholarship
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Finding Scholarships

* Schools may include scholarships with application

* Honors program may have scholarship implications

* Membership organizations

= * Employers

| * Reserve Officer Training Corps / Military Academies
" | * FastWeb scholarship search

| * Sports
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Sports Scholarships

2% of high school athletes get a sports scholarship

Average scholarship is less than $11,000/year and
must be renewed

i Note that sports involvement takes time away from
academics at college

Core courses required in high school with 2.3 GPA

"1 Register with NCAA Eligibility Center

© 2026 Kevin & Cindy Hyde



Keeping Your Options Open

You may not know rlght now what you want to do with the
rest of your life.

Starting Salaries

Computer Science $75,900
Engineering $73,922
Math & Sciences $66,760
Social Sciences $61,173
Business $60,695
Agriculture and Natural Resources $57,807
Communications $55,455
Humanities $50,681

Have the prerequisites just in case!
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Putting It All Together

Start early

Don’t necessarily eliminate expensive schools
. || Pursue a well-rounded background
| Practice for admission tests

Pay attention to deadlines
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http://www.collegeboard.com/
https://www.act.org/
https://finaid.org/
https://www.fastweb.com/
https://www.commonapp.org/

https://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/
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https://www.cfnc.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
https://www.act.org/
https://finaid.org/
https://www.fastweb.com/
https://www.commonapp.org/
https://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/
https://ed.sc.gov/districts-schools/state-accountability/uniform-grading-policy/

